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TO SUCH OF THE 
FREEHOLDERS or GREAT BRITAIN 
| As ARE 


CAPABLE OF JUDGING FOR THEMSELVES; 


| GENTLEME W., 


H E Conſpiracy of Catiline tranknitted 


to us by Saluſt, has been at all times 
eſteemed the faultleſs model of that ſpecies of 
hiſtory, which has for 1t's ſubje& one ſi ngle 
but intereſting event. The unity of che action 
renders it a fit ſubject for the pen of the poet; 
and the (kill with which the cauſes. of that 


event 


event are laid open, and the characters con- 
cerned in it developed, leave him little far- 


ther labour than that of retrenching a few un- 


neceſſary parts, and throwing the reſt into 
meaſure. Every thing therefore being {i up- 
plied to my hand, I lay claim to very little 
merit as a poet :— As a citizen I cannot fo 
caſily give up my pretenſions. Whatever may 
be determined with regard to the. elegance of 
the hiſtory which has furniſhed matter for the 
following poem, it will be an everlaſting pic- 
ture of thoſe baſe deſigns cloaked under ſpe- 
Cious . which diſtinguiſh the Cello of - 
every age. The ſame intereſted views, da- 


ring vices, and deſtructive projects are common 


to 


to the diſappointed and deſperate at all times. 
Saluſt, therefore, may be read with profit as 
well as pleaſure; and particularly at the pre- 
ſent ſeaſon, when all people who are involved 
in the honour or diſgrace, the happineſs or 
miſery of their country, ought to keep a very 
watchful eye upon thoſe exaſperated ſpirits, 
who are, in the general opinion of all im- 
partial and ſufficient judges, mixing the 3 
mity of the ſtate with their own private re- 
venge, and plotting the ruin of that conſtitu- 
tion which protects them. His hiſtory is a 
mirror in which faction may behold it's own 
ugly features truly repreſented. If any of the 
characters ſhould ſeem to bear a pertinent ap- 


plication 


5 


plication to ſome of thoſe illuſtrious perfon- 
ages who at preſent figure "A the oppolition to 
Government, I am ſorry that any ſuch ſimili- 
tude ſhould be found to exiſt ; but could not 
think myſelf juſtified ſhould 1 by a falſe tender- 
neſs, diſguiſe or conceal in a general deſcription 
thoſe vices which conſpired the overthrow 
of the Roman Commonwealth, merely be- 
cauſe they might appear to be ſtrongly marked 
in ſeveral correſpondent characters of the 
time and country that we live in. On the con- 
trary, I deem it the duty of every good citizen 
to drag ſuch characters into public view; to 
ſtrip the maſk, and repreſent them in all that 
deformity which naturally belongs to them; 


and 


1 


and which t be hated needs only to be ſcen.—It was 
obſerved before, that the hiſtory of Catiline is 
the mirror of faction. If it happen to reflect 
any features that are known at preſent; any 
dark cabals that ſubſiſt; any wicked ſchemes 
that are ripening into execution even now; it 
is undoubtedly a great calamity that this ſhould 
be the caſe, but certainly is not my fault. -I 
have drawn my characters from the faithful 
page of contemporary writers : ' my authorities 
are adduced in the margin : and if any can ac- 
commodate this hiſtory of ancient conſpirators 
to the conduct of modern patriots, that very 
accommodation muſt in every unbiaſſed judg- 
ment be a reproach to the perſons whoſe life 


#: 


pr ; ': and 


Gu) 


and behaviour are thie only circumſtances which 


could either ſüuggeſt the idea at the firſt, or 
give it probability afterwards.” In ſhort, men 
may, if they pleaſe, but they cannot with much 
honour to themſelves, find out their own like- 
neſs in ſome of the _— which ab La the 


ns; group. 


I: If t there ſhould happen to be amongſt us, at 


the preſent, any ſet of men who fall within the 
deſcription given of thoſe worthies to whom 


Rome owed the riſe and progreſs of Catiline's 


conſpiracy; who ſpurred by neceſſity or re- 
venge, and pretending public ſpirit, ſtruggled : 


for private gain, and endeavoured to lay waſte 


the country with fire and ſword——if there be 
found 
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(vi) 


found amongſt us, I ſay, at preſent, any men 
who anſwer to this deſcription 3 how. far they 
merit your favour, applauſe and protection 
upon any occaſion that may offer, I leave to 
yourſelves to judge : look into the following 


ſtory and determine for yourſelves. 


1 have only gone through the firſt part of 
this conſpiracy: the ſecond, Which compre- 
hends the debate of the Senate upon the pu- 
niſhment proper to be inflicted upon the con- 
victs, I have deferred for a very obvious reaſon. 
As to myſelf, Gentlemen Jam perfectly 
independent of every party; having nothing 
to hope, and nothing to fear ;—one that thinks 


It 


(vii ) 
it patriotiſm to beſtow praiſe when deſerved 
upon a miniſter, or upon his rival; and to ex- 
poſe to infamy notoriouſly pernicious cou nfels, 
whether formed in the cabinet of the prince, or 
in the lurking holes of ſedition. That you may 
act upon all emergencies under the direction of 


good ſenſe, regarding the honour and intereſt 


both of yourſelves and of your country, is the 


ſincere prayer of, Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obedient very bumble Servant, 


The) A Ur HO. 


CATILINES CONSPIRACY. 
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PART THE FIRST. 
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Oz T HY DELIBERATION. 


* 


1 Roux had gain'd her high, mejeſiie flate- | 

By bards foretold; and promis'd her by fate; 
When firſt of empires ſhe beheld with pride 
The Eagle fpread her glory far and wide; 


From where old Larruu fed her ſimple ſwains 


Beyond the CELTIC and IBeR1AN plains, 


B Far 


8 a.) 
Far as the habitable carth was known 
Within the frozen or the burning zone ; 
When ſovereign of the | pdeggher navy rode 73 
Where the winds carried, and the ocean flowed; 10 
On every ſea the daring fail unfurl'd, 
Nor viewed a rival on the wat'ry world: 
When every ſcience, every art was try d; 
When ſwelling Commerce roll'd her golden tide; | 
When Power, and Wealth, and Arts conſpir'd 10 place 1 5 
High on an envied throne the lords of human race: 
Twas then a baleful monſter had it's birth, 
And haſted to revenge the conquered earth; 
Of poiſonous breath hot Luxury aroſe 


Of force more dreadful than a world of foes, 20 


Who 


19 Nam quid ea memorem quæ niſi iis qui videre nemini credibilia ſunt, a 
privatis coi:zpluribus ſubverſos montes, maria conſtructa eſſe ? quibus mihi 


ludibrio 


4 
Who ſleek and floating in her wk robe 
Conſumed that Virtue which had aw'd the globe? 

| For Fate in forming it had fix d the doom, 
That Roman force * ſhould: conquer Rowe: 

Yes, Lu xury—of heaven and earth the ſcorn, 
The Roman ſtrength declin'd when thou waſt born. 
For all the Vices flouriſh'd that diſgrace 117 
And fink U a Man the human race: 
Pale Gluttony, with ſenſeleſs hollow eyes, 


Loſing in vigour what he gains in ſize; 


_ 
The 


ludibrio videntur fuiſſe divitiæ: quippe quas honeſte habere licebat per tur- 
pitudinem abuti properabant. Sed lubido ſtupri, gane, cæterique cultus 


non minor inceſſerat: Viri pati muliebria; mulieres pudicitiam in propatulo 


habere; veſcendi cauſi tertà marique omnia exquirere; dormire prius quam 


ſomni cupido eſſet: Non famem, non ſitim, neque frigus neque laſſitudinem 
opperiri; ſed ea omnia luxu anticapere. Hæc juventutem, ubi familiares 


opes defecerant, ad facinora incendebant. 


SaLusT De Conjur. Catil. 


For the reſt of the Picture of thoſe times, ſee the ſame elegant hiſtorian, 


. 


The drunken Bacchanal whoſe nerves repine 


Thro life's tormenting cloſe a youth of wine; 
The Fury, who wich Glthy rage purſues 
5 Diſeaſe, and ſhame, and ruin in the ſtews; 

The Gameſter caſting at a fingle throw 35 
Himſelf and children to the depth of woe; 

With all the vices that ariſe from wealth 
Employ'd in wickedneſs, and got by Qtealth, 

Here plunder'd from the wretch in dying ſcreams, 
There ſent in Folly thro a thouſand fireams, | 


ab 
For thro' the annals of recording Time, 
The many- peopled earth around, no clime,, 
No nation ſunk in luxury was more 
Profuſely laviſh of the ſhining ore. 
Tho' Commerce, ſpreading with a force unknown 45 


Had made the Indian treaſure all their own ; 


WT 
Tho wealth in torrents pour d from every land 
Twas all too little for the vaſt demand. 
Witneſs their private and aan ſtate 
The towering palaces—the maſly plate 58 
The rooms of Cedar which diſcovered all 
Apelles pencil on the ſtoried wall, 
With marble ſeeming into life to PO 
The coſtly monuments of Grecian art.. 
' Witneſs the daily and expenſive care | 5 55 
To pile the banquet exquiſitely rare; 
When taſte exacted a ſufficient hoard: 
For half the City at a ſingle board, 
And Earth was ranfack'd to the diſtant Eaff: 
For ſtudied dainties to adorn the feaſt. . 60 


Such coſt within their homes nor leſs without. 
The crowded theatres—the tavern rout—- 
"gig The 


— 


66) 


The glittering equipage the gaudy ſuite— Bl 3 "i 


The line of flambeaux blazing thro! the ſtreet 


Struck the aſtoniſh' d world, and plainly told] 65 
In all this tinſel pride a waſte of gold. | | 


Now view the ſpendthrift in his prone career 


Hang o er the foaming ſteeds—a charioteer : 


Now count the thouſands which ſupplied the ud, | 
Of lofty pedigree, and generous A > 
Contending fools amidſt the gazing der 5 
Mounted the airy car — and ſmok 4 along, 

| Whilſt all the ſtruggle of ws race accurlt, ot 
Was, which ſhould gallop to 125 0 ruin firſt. 
Short was the ſtru pple bit another vice e 75 5 
Preſs d on more rapidly—and ſhook the dice, 85 
Drove with more fury, and the race ſurpaſs' d; 
This was the whirlwind—that the ſteady blaſt, 

F or all the bleflings that a man could boaſt, - 
All that enrich! d, and Aatter'd him the moſt ; 80 


. His 
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His lands tranſmitted thro' an ancient line, 


His Formian hills impurpled with the vine, 


His mountain oaks far ſtretching, which had ſtood 


Three hundred years a venerable wood 


His offspring—and his wife of every charm, -: 6x 


When this wild fury ſhook the madman's arm, 


All in a moment given to the wind 


Left not a twig to comfort him behind. OE 


Such were the arts, the folly, and the ſhame, 
Which ſpread the Roman treaſure as it came, 90 


Pale Famine, Penury, unmanly Fear, 


Which prompted to all ill, brought up the rear. 


For when their follies, and their crimes had run 


Their deſtined length, and fortunes were undone, 


Still Luxury retained her hot deſires, No g = 
And Fraud and Violence ſupplied the fires: | | 


Hence 


68) 

Hence lawleſs Hunger prowling for his prey 
Liv'd on the rapine of the public way; 
Hence Want impelled in queſt of hidden ſtore 
The midnight ruffian to unbar the door, 

To ſteal inſidious on the miſer's reſt, 

And plunge unſcen the dagger in his breaſt : | 
Whilſt higher villains, the aſham'd to ſteal, 
Burn'd for the plunder of the public weal; 
And if by chance the object were denied, 


Which mov'd their avarice or caught their pride, 15 


Laſh'd by the juſt refaſal into rage 

In plotting dark deſigns they paſs'd their age; 
Combin'd their forces, and in deep deſpair 
Afail'd the honours which they. could not ſhare ; 
Baſely obſtructing Juſtice in * courſe, 

The Senate's wiſdom, and the Conſul's force: 

So waſps impetuous in a body drive, 
And, raging for the honey, fun the hive, 


100 


105 


110 


Thus 


- 


„ 
T hus Faction oft” impatient of command 125 
Toſs'd the wild torch and bellow'd thro the land; 
The witleſs people liſten'd to the found 


And madneſs and confuſion gather'd round, 
Till the poor ſtate was torn to their deſire, 


It's wheels ſuſpended, or the whole on fire, 120 


At that ſad ſeaſon Cataline was firſt ——-— . ul. 


Of all theſe wretches, and in guilt the worſt; 
By birth Patrician, and of noble parts, 
His youth inſtructed in the beſt of arts, 


His ſanguine courage, and his hopes elate . 1 25 
Mark' d him for all the honours of the ſtate: 
mm But 


121 Lucius Catilina nobili genere natus fuit magnam vi et animi et corporis, 
ſed ingenio malo pravoque. Huic ab adoleſcentiam bella inteſtina, cædes, ra- 
pinz, diſcordia civilis grata fuere; ibique juventutem ſuam exercuit.— 
Animus audax, ſubdolus, varius, cujus libet rei ſimulator ac diſſimulator; 
alieni appetens, ſui profuſus, ardens in cupiditatibus. Vaſtus animus immo- 
derata, incredibilia, nimis alta ſemper cupiebat. 2 

Sal usr De Conjur. Catil, 


Ce) 
But bad his morals. Since he firſt could crawl, 
His breaſt was faithleſs, and his heart was gall : 


In black intrigues he mingled when a boy, 
And broils and battles were his ſovereign joy; 130 
Beyond his equals he had learn'd in youth 
To practice falſchood and diſſemble truth, 
'® rain'd to debate by all thoſe ſubtile laws 
Which make the worſe appear the better cauſe. 
Dauntleſs he went whatever way he trod ; 135 
He felt no danger, and he ſear d no God: 
To wealth, which others held, he bow'd alone, 
Greedy of theirs but laviſh of his own. 
For tho his parent.heap'd an ample ſtore, 
The vices. of the age had made him poor. 140 
Thus needy, craving, deſperate and bold, 
He wiſh'd.a general ſcramble for the gold; 
And 

141. simul quod æs alienum per one terras ingens erat—opprimendz rei-, 

publicæ concilium cepit. | Saiusr De Conjur. Catil. 


( 11 J a 
And labour d night and day with cruel toll! 4 
Jo ſtab his rich grown country for the ſpoil. 


Beſide repuls'd the conſulſhip of yore e 


* 


In ſpite of feign'd contempt he felt the ſore : 


In dreams the faſces robb'd him of hid reſt, 

The wound liv'd deep and rankled on his breaſt. 

Work'd into madneſs by two ills in one, 

The raviſh'd honours, and the profits gone, I 50 
As if ſome dæmon had poſleſs'd the man, 

By ſudden fits he paus'd, by ſtarts he ran, 

His ſoul's black purpoſe low ring on his brow 

Shew'd with what malice he had form'd the vow 

Like ANN1BAL to urge his rivals doom, 15s 
And wage an everlaſting war with Row EA | 


To 
145 See the ſame hiſtorian. 
151 Igitur color ejus exangvis; fædi oculi; citus modo, modo tardus inceſſus; 


prorſus in facie vultuque vecordia inerat. 
g | SALUST, De Conjur. Cantil, 


Cw) 
To aid his views he gather'd from around 
What needy knaves in ITaLy were found, 
Men like himſelf the product of the times, 
Of ruin'd hopes, and exercis'd in crimes. - * 60 
All who ſubſiſted upon Fortune's box, 
f Liv'd by the poniard, or by picking locks : 
The perjuror and parricide of baſe renown, 
The dregs of life and ſweepings of the town, 


| Which flow'd from every fide in ſtreams impure 165 


To Rows the filthy and the common ſewer. 


- 


Theſe heard the champion with a loud applauſe ; 
Mobs will for ever fight againſt the laws: 5 
2 Tc The 


157 Catilina, id, quod factu facillimum erat, omnium flagitiorum atquam 
facinorum circum ſe tanquam ſtipatorum catervas habebat. Nam quicungue 
impudicus, adulter, ganeo, ventre, manu, pene bona patria diſſipaverat; qui- 
cunque alienum æs grande conflaverat, præterea omnes undique patricidæ, 
ſacrilegi, &c. && c.. The whole paſſage is too long to he tranſcribed, | 


„ 
Fae x * 
1 , 
. 


« 13 5 
The men of talents low and low degree 


Murther the high and callit liberty'; 


And viewing thoſe ſo great, themſelves 6 fall 
In one promiſcuous maſs wou d level all. 


150 | 


But other men with wily art he drew | 
Of titled character and not a few; 


Men of high rank —and ſome of wide Anh, 173 
With much to hazard and with naught to gain; 3 x 
But chiefſy indigents of noble race _ 9 | 
Bankrupt of wealth, and living in diſgrace. 


Here he diſplay d the ſcene in colours high 


L Of Sylla's domination to their eye; 180 
Y 7 | 


168 Nam ſemper in civitate quibus opes nulle ſunt bonis invident, malos 
extollunt ; vetera odere, nova exoptant z odio ſuarum rerum mutari omnia 
ſtudent; turba atque ſeditionibus fine curd" aluntut ; quoniam egeſtas facile 
habetur fine damno. 


Sus r, De Conjur. Catil. 
179 Primo ſingulos <a ; " hortaji alios 3 alios tentare z opes dues, im- 
Paratam rempublicam, magna fn conjurationis docere. 


f 
oY 


þ | Salus r De Cann Catib 


„ 
Peſcrib d che prizes of that glorious war ; 
Eſtates the recompence of every ſcar; 
The ſplendid palace auction d at the ſpear; 


Commands and provinces and all that's dear; 


More than their greedy paſſions cou d devour, | 183 
Their rage for 1 or their luſt of power; | 
Alluring baits too great to be withſtood, 7 
Tho * mou d wrap the land, and. T YBER run in blood. 
Working by. theſe he laboured to ereate 
Feuds in the ſenate and 1 the ſtate: | 190 
The heats of provinees by ſecret ways. 

He nurs'd with cate, and fann'd- into: a Bl e 

Then fow'd diſſention, as he well was ſkill'd, 

Thro wat's proud ranks—the navy and the field; 
And aim' d by every effort of deſpair 3 = | 195 
To whirl the baffled Conſul from the chair. 
But all in vain. Rome's tutelary power 


Warded the miſchief at the threaten'd hour. | 


At 


n) 

At length perceiving that his wit was foil d, 
That every weapon of his art.recoil'd, 2000 
And all the ſtruggles that his ſoul cou d make 3 
Strengthen? d the fabric which he meant to ſhake + 
He cried in rage that Free ts heart with pain, 
« Since other Wedge are tried in vain, 
« Henceforth a blacker purpoſe be diſplay dj); 20.5 | 
And every hell- born Fury lend me aid:” | | fe 


Inſtant he ſummon'd to the uſual ground, : 
At midnight's ſolemn hour, his friends around; © 


A dome there was which Ode in better days * 
This hardy rebel had the wealth to raiſe; 2710 
A towering pile hut guarded from the n lt 186] + 
- Of curious paſſengers: who-wandered by. | FOUL 10 lis 188 
| * 1 1 * I. In tt aur Wich 


: 


207 Ubi eos conveniſſe videt tametſi cum ſingulis multa ſpe, egerat- 
An i j En Birr 401 Gi uli 
tamen in rem fore credens univerſos appellare et cohortari in abgtam partem 
dium ſecedit. | | SaLus}/ 


— U— — . — . — — 
—— 


{ as ) 

Within this dome'the.archite@'s deſign 

Had form'd a ſecret temple—and a ſhrine 
Holy to Diſcord-: Where, in rock immur d, 
Her rites and worſhippers were well ſecur d. 
Dark projects here the wicked might unfold; 
Nor man cou d hear them, nor the ſun behold. 


Faſt by the altar cover do er with: blood. 
To theſe ſelected characters was given 
Not to enforce or ede will of heaven, 
But feigning meekneſs to inculcate laws 
Adapted beiter to ſo bad a cauſe; 
That fouls were made of earth extremely rare 3 
That thought was nothing but elaſtic-air 3 


That all our actions took a. ſettled courſe, 


And when we went aſtray we went by force} 
But yet that freedom, civil freedom ran 


From ſire to ſon the heritage of man, 


TE ok 


215 


Poor as he was, two prieſts for ever for Manat 


LLOYD 


220 


225 
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En 
By which each citizen might juſtly ſtrike 
Againſt the government he did not like. 
Such lies they taught ; and blew at his command 


The trumpet of ſedition thro' Ty land, — 


In glaring tints around the wall were hung 

What Truth recorded, or what Fable ſung, 

The ſcenes of havock and the waſting joys 

Of men whoſe arms had overturned the laws. 

The firſt ſucceſſion the Agrarian ſtriße 

The piectur d Gracchi flaming as in life: 

Here Marius breath'd revenge, there Sylla ſtood, 

All fire his eye=balls, and his hands all blood ; 

There the whole order of the war was plac'd, 

To ſuit the temple and the owner's taſte, — 

Suſpended from the roof a taper faint 

Spread a dun glimmer which no words can paint, 

And ſhew'd the figures of the lurid room 

Like pale-cheek'd ſpectres in the yawning tomb. 
| E 


3 


240 


243 


Such, 


( 18 ) 
Such—as the heaven-taught Muſe divinely told, 
The gather'd Pandæmonium look d of old, | 250 
When Satan ſpoke his 6 in deſpair - 
So frown'd the 8 ſo lower'd the air: 
Thus ghaſtly all within: nor were there found 
Leſs horrid emblems of the place around : | 
The twiſted briar, and the ivy tall 5 
Which claſp'd and claſping moulder'd half the wall; 
The nightly owls in ſhrieks of fury ſtrove, 
Chaf d ſerpents hiſs d beneath — and ravens croak'd above. 


Hither, when friendly midnight hid their ſhame, 
The friends of CA TALINE in ſilence came, 260 
And round the image of the Goddeſs ſate 


Fill'd with mad ſchemes, and eager for debate. 


Now hear, O Muſe, and aid me to deſcribe 
The names and figures of this motley tribe, 


Which 


K 
Which pour' d in throngs as numerous as the fand 265 


Driven in rapid whirlwinds o'er the ſtrand bs 
So faſt the flowing people ſeem'd to ſwell, © 
No thought cou'd number them, no tongue could tell. 


Vain were th' attempt; — ſo let the tale in brief 


Of all the gather d rout record the chief. 270 
The firſt, CærHAMUs in the front may ſhine, . 75 AR 1 


Proud of his pedigree and regal line: 
Whoſe blood when carried backward to it's ſpring 


Flow'd from a {trumpet and an ancient king; 


And even yet, far ſpreading in it's courſe 255 


From that chaſte pair -was mindful of it's ſource. 

For copying {till his anceſtors in love, 

Not pure as ſnow—nor faithful as the dove, 

He firſt ſtruck out, to cheriſh human lives, 

That Roman mode—community of wives, 5 280 


| No 
280 Thereby hangs a tale, according to ſome of the dealers in Roman anec. 
dotes, which Cethegus, no doubt, was very unwilling to have publickly known, 


4 
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No muſick ſoften d him — but hard with toil 
Ad « fit for treaſons, firatagems, and ſpoil,” 
With wiſhes blacker mh, 
He ſpurn d at rule, and mutinied in ſpite. 


To guide the ſenate had been long his aim; 285 


To this great point Ambition turn'd his flame : 


For this in clubs long ſpeeches he had made ; 


For this with merchants had harangu'd on trade. 


Fierce as the tyger—rougher than the bear, 
Which Fury ſtimulates to kill and ter, 290 
He rag'd in council; yet with all the force 
Of foul-mouth'd eloquence, and dandy coarſe, 
In ſpite of all his ſtubbornneſs of ſoul, 
His genius ſunk him to the ſecond role. 
Stoop tho' he cou'd for honours or for pelf, 295 
He pin'd to ſee a greater than himſelf, 
1 Declin'd 


289 Cethegus naturi ferox, vehemens, manu promptus erat. 
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Declin'd with hearty hate the brilliant court, | 


Where talents, dignities, and wands reſort, 
And rather choſe like Lucifer to dwell, 


Than not high rank d in Heaven, high rank d in Hell. 300 


Next to Cx TRHEOUSs, by the rabble chear' d, 


5 
- 


Mean in his aſpect, LznTuLus appear'd; *TIS— Fad 


| Whom Fortune in a cruel mood of late 
Had ſhew'd as Conſul in the chair of ſtate + 
Had rais'd to government—men wonder'd how,— 305 


For which he ſcem'd leſs fitted that the plough; | 
6 vagal 


297 The reader cannot but recollect a certain ſenator living in modern times 

and under another form of government, who being deſir'd to inter- 

mit a certain public buſineſs out of uſual and very proper reſpe& to the king ö 

upon his Majeſty's birth day—furiouſly cried ou. | 
« What is the king's birth day to me? 


C 


300 It is remarkable that this ſentiment, or one very like it, is put into the 
mouth of the Devil, by one of the warmeſt friends to the extenſion of civit 


liberty, nay the profeſſed defender of that licentiouſneſs, * im the laſt cen: 
tury overturned the Engliſh conſtitution. 
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„ 
Vaſkill'd in ought that books er buſineſs teach, 
Of dull conception, and of vulgar ſpeech. 
But borrowing genius from a needy friend 
A while he dar d that ſtation to defend. - 370 
2 A. 4eThe eloquent HoR TENS Ius wanting bread | 
| Receiv d his helping hand, and lent a head. 
In every action, and on every theme, : 
 HoxTexsvs found the words, and plann'd the ſcheme. 
And {till aſſiſted by the wond'rous tropes | 3x5 
Of that great orator he cheriſh'd hopes, 
Hopes, which the Sibyls made the public doom, 


That LenTuLus again ſhou'd govern Rome. 
Miſtaken man whatever he had plann'd, 
None thought him equal to the high command 320 
He 
308 Excogitandi et loquendi tarditas, is the character given of him by Cicero. 


317 Ex libris Sibyllinis regnum Romæ tribus Cornelis portendi 
Cinaam atque en antea, —ſe tertium eſſe, cui fatum foret urbis potiri, 
SW !u usr De Conjur. Catil 
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He ſpoke unheard—altho* he paid the bribe, 
The uſeful, wealthy dupe of all the tribe. 


No greater dupe :—unleſs he gave the place bl 
To monied Craſſus of the Punic race; . 
Who call'd none wealthy in his boaſting wax : 2246 325 
That cou'd not keep an army in his pay. | 
He therefore ſpent. the treaſure of a prince, 

To raiſe a ſenate at his own expence; 


And feeding half this rout ſoon felt a worſe 


Than public evil in his empty _MPTRTT 30 
For tho eſtates confeſs d his wide command A 
Through the rich city and the diſtant land, 
Theſe air- built caſtles kept the man as poor 
As his own porter ſtationed at the . 

And 


323 Multi ex te audierunt, cum diceres neminem eſſe divitem, niſi qui ex- 


rcitum alere poſſet ſuis fructibus. Cick xo. 
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And all for what? What glory cou'd attend 3338 
His laviſh'd wealth, and laviſh'd to no endꝰ 

What hope, if e' er theſe vantiches black aim 

Shou'd end in victory inſtead of ſhame, 

That CaTALiNE not fam'd for ſeeing dim, 

| By force prevailing wou d prevail for him? 340 
Such wily knaves of treacherous renown 


Gaining the ſcaffold kick the ladder down. 


Fain wou'd the Muſe in tenderneſs to worth 
_ Arzanivs ſpare, nor call his folly forth; 


High as CE THE Msö on the father's part; 345 


Of poliſh'd manners, and a better heart. 
But truth forbids: The Muſe fhall drop a tear 
On that weak body, that unmanly fear 
Which 


340 And yet Saluſt defcribes him as one who truſted . Si conjuratio 
valuiffet, facile apud eos ſe principem fore. rice Ss. 


f 
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Which drove him from the Confurs giddy height, 


Where once he govern d, in a groundleſs fright ; 


And then impell'd him, what he late would rue, 


To blend his fortunes with ſo baſe a crew. 


Next Nis ER came to turn againſt the ſtate 


- 380 


His ſhining talents in the warm debate. 
What laboured malice iſſued from his throat, 
Curl'd his ſtern eye-brow, and inflam'd his note! 


Alas, how fall'n By treachery foul and deep, | 


By blabbing ſecrets he had ſworn to keep, 
By every meanneſs of a party tool, 
Ee loſſ d the Laws high-guardian in the fool. 
And long he rav'd the loſs ;—but rav d in vain 
His former rank and luſtre to regain, 
By ſtronger talents of the law controul'd 
He ſhrunk confounded - trembling to behold 
| J 


360 


| In 


19 
ee. In Ca ro's nervous ſpeech. and ſteady mien > 115768 - 
i | That awful character he might have been: 

| And ſhunn'd the piercing eloquence that hung 

ö On quick- eyed SCEVOLA'S bewitching tongue. 
Yet Faction welcom'd B IM however frail, 


And bade their venerable champion hail, 


; 70 
| From long purſuing with attentive feet 
The nymphs of renal beauty thro' the ſtreet 
VuLTURTIUS tall, to chaſter glory dead, 
Came a lank form nor bluſh d to ſhew his we; : 
Born down with debt he bleſs'd the happy lot, 375 


Which gave thn hopes of riſing by the plot. 


. | Beneath his elbow of unequal . 


When bold thought witty, and when witty wiſe, 


The 


G 
The ſpendthriſt Piso, who had ſold his land 
And houſehold gods, now figur d in the band. 380 
Free was his perſon—and his folly free, 
Stream d out in nonſenſe uncontrol'd as he. 
So fram' d for riots, that as yet a boy | 
When inſurrection found him no employ LA 
At home, he left the nation at his birth | 5 385 
And led rebellion in a foreign earth. 5 
But ſhipwreck'd al his wealth, at laſt he took 
A method to ſubſiſt; and wrote a hooks | 
Harangued the public on it's ; ſunk — 5 1 
Which then abſorb'd his wiſdom ard his cares . : | 390 
And hop'd to manage, if his book. were known, 5 


The public fortune as he had his own. 


But why to manly characters confine 


—— 


The work of aiding CaTILINE's deſign ? 


Women 


: : - 14 


379 Erat caſio tempore 8 Pi, STS, nobilis, 4 . 


egens, factioſus, quem ad nnn rempublicam inopia atque mali mores 
ſtimulabant, 


Salvsr De Conjur, Catil, 
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Women of every rank—inflam'd and bold, 3095 

Drawn by the glitter of ideal gold, r | * 

Needy from vice —impatient of cheir K 


Drew whence they cou d freſh ſuccours to their plot 2 


And now each member of the gloomy tram 


AMC e 


WC 


earch'd for Sanur Rosa, but alas! in Vain. 1 A 400 
The fiern SEMPRONIA who had often ſeen 

In theſe debating routs herſelf the queen; 

A woman uf ded 55 a Rabborn plan, | 

Daring and impudent beyond a man. 

For who at Rome was more expert than ſhe | 405 
In jeſts obſcene and ſtinging repartce? Py 


Skilled 
393 Mulieres aliquot etiam, que primo ingentis ſumptus ſtupro corporis 
toleraverant, poſt, ubi ætas tantummodo quæſtui neque luxuriæ modum fe. 
cerat, æs alienum grande conflaverant. 25 

| | Salus r De Conjur. Catil. 
In his erat Sempronia quæ multa ſæpe virilis audaciæ facinora commiſerat 
Hæc mulier—literis Græcis et Latinis docta, &c. &c. Sed ei ſemper 
cariora omnia quam decus atque pudicitia fuit.——Libidine fic accenſa ut 
ſæpius peteret viros quam peteretur. Verum ingenium ejus haud abſurdum. 
Poſſe verſus facerc,—jocum movere, ſermone wii vel modeſto vel molli vel 
procaci © Ons ene . Aalen . 
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Skill'd in the tongues—and letter d in the Page 
Which tells the paſt events of every age; 

Diſdaining rule a rebel in her heart, 
She talk'd, the wrote, the pergie d many an . + dn; 
To. draw weak liſteners from the ſteady line 0 
Preſcrib'd by law to Garnans's-defignz. 

And, Truth not furniſhing a full ſupplß, 
Compell'd the Muſe of hiſtory to lye.— 


Cupid had never in an ancient dame. TORT os 415 

Kindled ſo fierce and af a flames, | 

By which impell'd towhat ſhe deem'd no fault 

Unaſk'd by men ſhe made the firſt aſſault, 

"Twas this withheld her from the Jak debate; 1 

For b chang d her paramour of rei 

And quitted, for a youth who pleas d her more, . 244 —— 

The venerable boſom. of fourſcr e. | 

The novel charm, which occupied her quite, 5 1 | 

Had over-ruled this buſineſs of the night. 1 | 1 
5 . _ i 


( 30 5 . 
Here * the Muſe purſue the ſpreading pelt 425 


Thro' all the members and record the reſt; | 


GaBintus, who of noble fires the ſon 
Both ſcorn d and ſham d the honours they had won | 
. e Tunxus ente; the hound and horn 
To view a hotter ſport—his country torn; 8 
eee BESs TIA the friend of . caught 
Scarce ever bluſhing, tho“ he Gen ought; 
Corra, STATILIUS, and a thouſand more: 
But time would fail her ere the taſk were o'er; 
Ere ſhe cou'd paint the many headed throng, 433 
Men fam' d for nothing but for acting wrong. 
| Yet tho' ſhe wiſhes to control her ſteed, 
And draw in narrower bounds his flowing ſpeed; 
\ One highly towering o'er the reſt, a fierce 
And active character demands the verſes — 1440 


6 * 
Vutezivs nurtur d in the early ſchool — Loa th — 
Of wily politicks, long wiſh d to rule. 
His fare when Qu æs TOR of the Roman hoſt 
Fill'd his vaſt coffers from the gainful poſt ; 
And left VuLesvs an abundant ftore; _ 445 
With parts and cunning which avail'd him more. 
But ſtrong in genius, and the firſt in pelf 
He brook'd no fool more laviſh than himſelf : 
And ſoon the gold within his father's locks 


Was call'd, and ſquander'd thro a ſmaller box; 450 
Till Fortune fickening at the ſums he ſpent 7 
Shook herlight wings, and left him to lament. 
All ſprings, that fed the prodigal, were dried; 
The tradeſman ſpurn'd—the uſurer denied; 
No hopes remaining of a lucky hit, SY 455 | 
Too poor for e liv'd upon his wit. . f 


The gambling friends, who plunder'd him, at laſt, 
O'ftrange! were mindful of his merit paſt ; [ 


14 =) 
A ready chair at dinner was his lot, 
He prais d the pudding and they pay'd the ſhot. 
| He hop'd too en ie Kill in high debate 
A far more noble and a ſure eſtate. 


And ſoon his keen invectives brought him fame, 


A preſent penſion, and a farther aim; 

From wealth, from principle, from honour clear, 
With all to hope for, and with naught to fear, 

| He boldly let his venom'd arrows fly, 

Brig in attack, and ready in reply. 


Scorning the waves juſt curling with the breeze 


He long'd undaunted for the ſtormy ſeas, 

In hopes to ſee amidſt the watry roar 1 
The pilot driven on the * There; : 

And, tho' a tenant of the common deck, 


In caſe the veſſel fank, to ſeize the wreck. 


But yet this Gian by a  faithlek "ry 
Was forc'd to a& a ſecondary part; 


465 


470 


475 
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To play as CaTALINE aſlige? d the job, 


To rail in ſenate, or harraggue the mob. 


Theſe were the factious leaders of the time, 
Men ſunk in debt and ftain'd with every crime. 
The Roman city ſtubborn in it's ways 
Was hard to govern in thoſe former days. 

Too richly pamper'd, and too poorly taught, 

Unſkill'd to act or reaſon as they ought, 

The men unruly follow'd with applauſe 

Whatever leader wou'd aſſault the laws. 

Let but a wretch be cover'd o'er with ſhame, 

With every infamy that has a Baer 

Boaſting like Cuxius that he took ah heed 

How raſh he was in word, how black in deed : 

If Kignin g patriot fire he ſallied forth 

They echoed thro' the land his mighty worth: 
K 


480 


490 


And 


489 Sed in ea conjuratione fuit Q. Curius natus haud obſcuro loco, flagitiis 


atque facinoribus coopertus, quem cenſores ſenatu probri gratia amoverant. 


14. 


1 
And whilſt the fawning hypocrite grew full 
Of wealth and conſequence as they grew dul, 
They gloſs d his conduct with ſome. goodly "wy ; 
Deſended what all decency abhorr'd, | 
And call'd his practice, in diſtinction nice, 


A public virtue—tho' a private vice. 


When all were fate attentive to the man 


Sullen and dark thus CAT LIINE began 


« Ye truſty friends, who aid my bold deſign, 
| Whoſe fears, whole miſeries, whoſe hopes are mine; 


Who dare againſt the powers that rule the land 


Go in defiance — a determin'd band; 

Too well ye know without a moment's pauſe, 
The bad condition of our common cauſe. 
Alas! ye cannot, tho' ye would, forget 


Such things as priſon, creditor, and debt: 


502 Quia vobis cadem quæ mihi ee malaque eſſe in tellexi. 


495 


500 


595 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt Famine dogs our. heels, the men we hate 
Grow fat in luxury, and {well in ſtate, ety 510 
And ſmiling ſcornful on their nn 
Each ſplendid poſt of honour and of gain. 
| The purple dignity—the office high, 
Which fills the purſe and gliters in the eye; 

Which as we gaze upon the foul devours - 5155 
In eager fancy as already ours. 
Long have we ſtruggled with inceſſant toil 
To puſh them headlong and uſurp the ſpoil; 

Have left untried no artifice or deed,. 

And all to little profat, to ſucceed. 3 | ca 
We kindled, it is true, the ſocial war, 
And ſpread the waſting conflagration far; 

But tho we ſpurr d to arms the federate bands, 

The ſame men govern, and the nation ſtands. | 
In wks the pirates were impell'd to ſweep 525 
Our country's treaſure as it rode the deep; 
85 Pourzy 

512 Itaque omnis gratia, potentia, honos, divitiz apud illos ſunt aut ubi ilk 


volunt : nobis reliquerunt pericula, repulſas, judicia, egeſtatem. 
4 : | 1d. 


( 
Four Ev ſubdued the pillagers with eaſe, 


— 


And Rome's vindictive force has ſcour'd the feas. 
Nurs'd by our arts another monſter roſe 


And frown'd more dreadful on the land's repoſe, £30 


When MiTHRIDATES in an evil hout 

Aim' d to ſupplant this empire in it's power, 

Urg'd by ambition—and of kindred blood 

Devoted to his cauſe TIGRANEs ſtood . 

The en threater?d, and men look d aghaſt ; 535 

But now I fear the hurticane 1s paſt, 

Endear'd by ſomething to the powers above 
The Capitol is till the care of Jove : 

The eagle towering over haughty kings . 

For ever carries conqueſt on her wings: 540 
And that firm league, ſo lately darting fears 
On all the ſons Italy, appears, 


Tho- 
529 It is obſerved by the hiſtorian that Catiline thought the foreign war at 
that time a circumſtance favourable to his deſign, | 


1 
Tho fraud, and violence, and rage combine 


To prop it's force - already in decline. 


« Why need T name our baffled arts of late 


545 
Jo arm the Allobrox againſt the ſtate ? 
That martial people driven to deſpair 
By debts, by poverty, and hardſhips rare, 
When gathering to the city to expreſs 
Their ſad condition and to pray redreſs, 550 


I tried by every artifice to gain, 
But tried, alas! each artifice in vain : 
Tho bold and poor they form'd a different choice 


By honour prompted and by SANGA's voice. 


546 Umbrino cuidam negotium dat uti legatos Allobrogum requirat, eoſque, 
fi poſſit, impellat ad ſocietatem belli; exiſtimans publice privatimque ære alie- 
no oppreſſos; præterea quod natura Gallica gens bellicoſa eſſet, facile eos ad 
tale concilium adduci poſſe. | Salusr de Conjur, Catil. 


554 Itaque Q. Fabio Sangæ, cujus patrocinio plurimum civitas utebatur 
rem omnem uti cognoverant, aperiunt. Idem. 
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In ſhort the Magiſtrate of firſt command 5 
Has blaſted every project that I plann d: 

Tur (I hate him as the gates of hell, 


GN 
GL 


Tho' fam'd for thinking and for ſpeaking well) 

Protects his country with unwearied care, 

And whilſt he ſees the danger ſhuns the ſnare : 560 
Deteſt it as I do, his reaſoning art 


Rolls with perſuaſion and ſubdues the heart. 


% What then remains at this deſponding hour? 
Shall all the ſtruggle ceaſe for wealth and power? 
Diſcord forbid—Whilſt CaTaiive has got 565 
A head to plan or recommend a plot— 

A hand to ſtrike againſt the public peace, 
This dark conſpiracy ſhall never ceaſe. 

Even now my rapid thought has ſtruck a line 


Beyond it's former vigour of deſign ; 570 


I mean 


556 Si prius Ciceronem oppreſſiſſet; eum ſuis conciliis multum officere. 1d, 
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I mean to turn the many on the greaet 1 


Like the rouz d Ocean lifted from his ſeat. 

Then hear Ve know how ill the people ſpare * 

The ſums demanded for this coſtly war; — 

Ye know from whence the ſilver is ſupplied 575 
Which keeps our miniſters in pomp and pride; 

Ye know for all the ſplendor that is ſhewn, 

How much the citizens in private groan. 

On this I build. Hence ſpeedy to the land | 
Where each poſſeſſes friendſhip or command; 580 
Harangue on this; and travelling them o'er 

In every province form a ſturdy corps; 

Work theſe unwieldy engines til they preſs 


Againſt the Senate, and demand redreſs: 


Demand that penſions, places and ſuch things 585 


Given by the people or the ancient kings, 

Be all reſcinded; —and, in ſhort, inſiſt 

| That every public bounty be diſmiſs d. 

“ Confuſion ] 
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& Confuſion !—cried CETHE Gus, as he roſe, 8 


"Is this the boaſted project you propoſe ? 
Yes, be it known, all ſchemes I here diſclaim, 
Which glance at my revenue in their aim. 
Shou'd this ſtale offer to relieve the need, 
Which nows hangs heavy on the ſtate, ſucceed, 
I grant my nerves that never yet were known 
To feel for any hardſhips but my own, 
Wou'd tremble at each poor I chanc'd to meet 
Benumb'd with cold and ſhivering in the ſtreet ; 
| Each poor who view'd me with an aſpect dire 
And curs d as often as he with'd a fire,” 


With fofter voice Arzanivs then declar d— 
«© Tho' Ca rALINE deſerves our firſt regard, 
I love no proje& which appears to blend 


In one wide ruin enemy and friend, 


- 
. — 
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Men not a few now ſtanding in my eye 


Have heard the motion with a ſecret ſigh; 
Some in this circle, and myſelf for one, 


If Fortune crown the ſcheme, will be undone.” 


The murmur ſpread—when Caring replied : 


ce Think ye your chief in wiles ſo little tried, 
Say, have I yet the ſottiſhneſs betray'd, 
Jo loſe the ſubſtance graſping at the ſhade ? 


The gains, for which you ſeem alarm'd fo much, 


The pruner and his knife ſhall never touch : 
Nor deem that I, who PRE: of actbing leſs, 
Wiſk to the weak petitioners ſucceſs, 
In * the Conſul and the Senate ſhou'd 
Adopt my project for the public good, 
And make retrenchments where they juſtly may, 
"Twill then be eaſy to inſert delay; 

M 
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By fighting for ourſelves and not the ſtate, 


By claſhing ſyſtems in the long debate, 
By varied arts to fix the cautious bar 


Before the growing miſchief ſpread too far. 


All this means nothing—My ſublimer aim 


Tends to involve the nation in a flame; 
To form in every province of the land 

A hardy legion ready at command, 
Made by your leſſons turbulent and bold, 


Haters of rule, and ravenous of gold. 


I mean by theſe firm cohorts and by ſkill, 


To hold the ſenate trembling at my will; 
To ſeize amidſt your ſhouts that rend the air, 


The object of my wiſh— the Conſul's chair. 


Nay, even Dictator I may ſee reſtor d, 


The times of Sylla, by the thirſty ſword; 
When beggar'd ſoldiers of ignoble birth 


Roll'd in the pride and treaſures of the earth. 


625 


630 


This 


. lum atque libido victorum fert. 


e 
This is the ſplendid proſpect in my eyes: 
And when that glorious ſeaſon ſhall ariſe, 


I ſwear to every one who then ſhall live, 
That all which ſovereign power has to give, 
Whatever dignity or rank allures, 

Eſtates and offices —ſhall all be yours.” — 


—_ 


The many heard—and raviſhed with the ſound. 


Sent the loud ſhout of gratulation round. 


When the firſt fury of the joy was pak, 
A ſoft debate ſucceeded it at laſt. 
Each look'd the proffer'd foil in fancy o'er 
And pick'd his portion from the common ſtore; 
One choſe a palace, one a fertile land, 


This a rich office, that a high command. 


640 


388 
”. 


650 


But 


641 Poſtulavere plerique at proponeret quæ conditio belli foret ;==quez 


præmia armis peterent 


Tum Catilina polliceri tabulas novas, proſcrip- 


tionem locupletium, magiſtratus, ſacerdotia, rapinas, aliaque omnia que bel- 


\ 


Salvsr De Conjur, Catil. 


— 
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deem d likely to create another broil; 


(4A) 
But oſt they 1—— 


When firſt HokrRNStus riſing from the crow d, 653 


— — 


The word - wing d orator thus ſpoke aloud: EI 8611 


All praiſe, O CariLI NE, 1s Jae a due 
For this our promis Y. Ba Pinel. to you; | 


Who form 9 A plan ſo welcome to our hearts, 


'S grand the outline and o juſt the parts. e 


Heavens, what a ſcene! already I purſue 
The golden harveſt waving to my view, 
And greedy of the crop it ſeems to yield 


Call for the hook, and burn to reap the field, 


Of all che bold adventurers that ſhine N 665 


In this, I truſt, our fortunate deſign, | 


Who i in the Geral honours ſhall preſide 
Is now a queſtion proper to be tried. 


Then give me leave at preſent to Ss 


Fs In t this allotment, Laxrurus, my friend 5 6570 


1 . 
* 1 * S 2% * 
* 4 i 


8 

To that high office which he held before, 
The diſtribution of the public ſtore. 

If worth like his your confidence may ganz . 


If ſnow-white honour free from every ſtain, 
If tried good-fortune and the world's applauſe” —- | 675 
* Pſha, what a paragon HorTensvs a | 
Vor Eius cried—and ſmarting with a wound 
His words had drawn upon him, look?d arb, 
As fearful that another hero ſtung | 
Might call his arm to anfwer for his tongue; 6890 
Then viewing none to cheek him pour d amain 
The full- mouth' d, rapid, overbearing ſtrain. 
i | 4 18 


680 The practice of calling men to an account in ſingle combat for illiberal 
and perſonal abuſe, has of late become very faſnionable in our own ſenate, The 
cuſtom upon every principle of duty is without doubt indefenſible: It is how- 
ever the only ſufficient reſtraint. upon uogentleman-like behaviour: And we 
may venture to affirm, that ſome of the orators amongſt us, who are moſt diſ- 
tiaguiſned for this coarſe. talent, whatever in the hour of ſafety they may rear 
out to the contrary, will in future learn better manners, 


0 


« Is that the LENTuLus we all have ſeen, 


In thought ſo dull, ſo ſtupid in his mien? 
The man unable in his office high 
To ſpeak a written ſpeech or make reply ? 


But cho HokTENSTIUs help'd him with a head, 
A heavy, lifelefs character as lead? 


That ſhallow brain may comprehend perchance 


'The complex myſtery of deep finance | 
No—in whatever has regard to pelt 
There's none ſo fit to govern as myſelf: 

No head that better underſtands the force 

| Of loan and debt; — more fruitful in reſource: 
None who in times oſ critical diſtreſs 

Can live ſo ſplendidly, tho' none have leſs, 
Long has this uſeful faculty been ſhewn 


For having not one ſeſterce of my own, 
I ſtill have kept thro' many a rolling year 


The flattering eminence you give me here,” 


685 


69s 


700 


He 


66 
He paus d tho loth the argument to break, + 


For LzNTULUs aroſe in act to ſpeak. 

A ſhort reply the ſhrewd HorxTe ns1vs wrote, 

| And ſtole into his hands the haſty note:  ,, 
But hung betwixt his finger and his thumb | 


The paper dropt—and LEenTuLus was dumb, 


Pleas'd that fo rich an eloquence ſhould fail 
BesT1a laugh'd loud—and told a filthy tale: 
And then proceeding with a ſhameleſs face, 
Firm as if cover'd in a brazen caſe, 


He thus addrefs'd to Cariiing his words: 


Of all the poſts which Italy affords 
None for my heart has more attractive charms 


Than that which regulates the men of arms; 


1 708 This was Beſtia's uſual ſtyle of debating, 


* 


705 


Gerte, 


710 


| (48 ) 
Than that where now StLANus has the whole 
To keep and manage of the army roll. 
What tho''tis ſaid that furniſhed with the flore, 
Which forms the ſtateſman's valuable lore, 
He makes this knowledge in his words appear, 
Cloſe to the-point and logically clear ; 
Grant him that praiſe and induſtry beſide, 
My Wanger talents cannot be denied n 
Oft have you all applauded as I ſpoke 
The fierce invective and the biting joke. 
Add that I grac'd the military line: 
But if you wiſh anorher lot were mine 
Then in that office be my name enroll'd, 
Where once VurrEI os oather'd all his gold.” 


None made objection ; for the people ſaw 


That BESTIA's wiſh with CAT ILINE was law. 


713 


720 


725 


730 


(4 ) 


Mean while a violent contention fird | 

A few firm candidates, who all defir d oy 

The foremoſt honour 1 in that uſeful train | 

Which watch'd the Roman fortunes on the main. 


Long had wiſe Caruuus prefided there : 


By whoſe ſagacity ns Ready care 
(Tho' pale-cheek'd Envy fickening at ts fight "x 

F or ever tore his character i in ſpite) 

The fleets encreas d beyond all paſt degree, 

Protected Commerce, and 0 erſpread * 740 
Thoughtleſs of this, a fierce and hungry band 

Had often aim'd to drive him from command. 

And now ſolicitous to gain his poſt 

Two men appeared of impudence to boaſt 

Their naval ſervice ;—tho' in battle tried 7 45 
They both had mortified the Roman pride. : 


Cassius the firſt, and L cA then aroſe 


On this * nn. and rather choſe, 
rl 0 ee barer | 


60 
Allur ' d by profit or by danger awd, 


At home to counſel than to fight abroad. 780 


A rival met them of too low a fame | 

Even to merit from the Muſe his name; 
One needy wretch, who long by bufy lies 
And coarſe ſcurrility had hop'd to riſe. 


Arkaxius too ambitioufly ſet forth | ee 5 
y claim ſupported by ſuperior worth. | 


Claims after claims how echoed thto* the place; | 

And Rage and Madiieſs {ate on every face : 

Fierce and more fierce the altereation burn'd ; | 
The lye was given, and the lye return d: 5 700 
And much twas fear d; fo high the fury roſe, 

That words at laſt woii'd terminate in blows. 


When Caririxz thus fiercely thro' the gloom 


„ 
- 
= - 


Lifted his voice, —and ſpeqgking—ſhook the room. 
E ** Silence, 


69 


a Silence, ye fools nor yet the ſpoil beght ; * 


Firſt catch the lion, then divide the ſkin, 
Once more I ſwear, that if the plot ſucceed, 


In which who knows what multitudes may bleed, 


| If ſiniling on the men who nobly; dare 
Fortune ſhould fix me in the ſovereign chair, 
Not one ſhall go, on chat auſpicious day, 
Of all this crowd unrecompenc d away; 


Then ſhall be reaped the honours you have ſought, 


And every claim adjuſted, as it ought. 
Enough of that—Now treaſure in your hearts 


Our plan of conduct, and your ſeveral parts. 
Proceed with caution tho you pant for power, 
And hide the dagger till a riper hour. 

Tho thouſands ready to transfer the vor 
wou d gather to my ſtandard even now; 

- Others by ſofter ſituations lulld— 
Who wiſh the public quiet,—muſt be gull. 


770 


775 


Then 


| GW) 
Then whulſt Rebellion is in private nurs d 


Till grown to full maturity it burſt, | : 
In public make profeſſion of your zeal — 785 
For order, decency, the public Wen | 
Swear that the meaning of your gather'd force 
Is that fair liberty may take her courſe : | 
That the vaſt ſums extorted from the land 
May flow directed by a frugal hand: 590 
Retrench loſe Lalafies However carn'd {HR kran D 
In which your intereſt is not concern'd: 
Tho ſcarce one thouſand ſeſterces you fave, 
For that who cares fis policy to crave. 
Then make demands with obſtinate complaint, 9 
Which no wiſe nation can in honour grant. 
| This 

757 Deos homineſque teſtamur, Imperator, nos arma neque contra patriam 

cepiſſe neque quo periculum aliis faceremus, ſed uti corpora noſtra ab 


injuria tuta forent ; qui miſeri, egentes, violentiä, atque erudelitate fænera 
torum plerique patria ſed omnes famã atque fortunis expertes ſumus. 


Salus r. De Conjur. Catil. 


63 
E thus you act — the people—witleſ: s elves 
Will think you act for them, and not FRG. . 


Now to your rural provinces retire, De Kik 
And ſet the country all around on fire. 800 
Do you CE TN Mus, of a bloody ſoul, ” 
Stay near the city to inflame the whole: 
And you Vuret vs mount ſome lofty ſtage 
To work the gaping rabble into rage. 


Reſolve to be—of prudent rules the prime, 9 9 


Cautious, but firm and leave the reſt to time. 

What more? Altho' the common guilt 

Of blood already d eſtin'd to be ſpilt 

Has pledg'd us ſecret to this midnight plot, 

Let not our old religion be forgot. "A 
P i Noc 


801 Cethegus Ciceronis januam obſideret, eumque vi aggredereturi 


814 Fuere ca tempeſtate qui dicerent Catilinam, oratione habita, cum ad 
jusjurandum populares ſceleris ſui addiceret; humani corporis » 
vino permixtum in pateris circumtuliſſi. 


: TS 1 F Pg \ 
a8 ( 54 ) ; 
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Now whilſt this facre& ſhrine we ſtand around 
Let us renew the rite and all be bound. 


Xack how the forrow-boding watchful owl : 
| Calls for the cuſtom— Bus rA bring the bowl. 


3 . 


Quick he obey'd; and inſtantly there ſtood 
In mantling pride a bowl of human blood. 
Embracing this, ſaid Car ILINE, I firſt 
Taſte thy content but not to quench my thirſt. 


With this may Fury enter every breaſt, 


Faith keep us firm—and Fortune do the reſt,” 


810 


820 


He 


820. poſtquam omnium animos alacres det, cohortatus ut \petitionem ſuam 


curæ haberent conyentum dimiſit. 


SaLvsT De _ cuil. 


The word petitio in the above quotation may ſtrike an Engliſh reader as equi- 
valent to the word petition, which at preſent makes ſo great a noiſe in our own 


country. The difference betwixt them is not very great The Latin Petitio 


includes all thoſe ambitious arts which were uſually practiſd order to gain the 
Conſulſhip. Theiß te end therefore of both ſeems to be nearly the ſame 


— 


*Y 


0 


He ſupp'd; and ſoon the Genn Eile ptr 


From him 8 1 Grft bins it to the- laſt. 


Juſt at that moment, as the ds note, 


19 Once more the birds of rapine ſtrain'd their throat 5 


The owls and ravens in a fallen ſong 

Aided the chorus of the feaſting throng. 

he bloody ſacrament began with ſpeed 

To ſpur them quicker to the horrid deed 3 
Diſcord her courſe on ftronger pinion bent 
Scattering her fell contagion as ſhe went; 
With bolder hand and more uncurb'd deſires 
Wild Faction ſpread around her baleful 6s; 2 
And nothing now the Romgn 55 benen 


But Tumult, Horror, and Deſpair were ſeen. 
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